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sre so utterly repugnaut 1o each other; but they
seem in their essential principles to differ irrecon-
cilably. In the North, we have the freest institu-
tions of which the history of the world affords
anygptelligence. They are indeed real Democ-
racy. There all men stand upon an equal footing
before the law, and this is all I claim by equality.

| kpow that nature has implanted in man differ- |

ent degrees of intelligence, different degrees of
moral character, and different degrees in every
respect ; but before the law they are all equal.
We repudiste the ides of Slavery. We stand
upon the Declaration of Independence, which met
the upprobation of the men who moulded our
Constitution. I stand here to-day as the advocate
of this, and of nothing more. I have already said,
I wm not & setter-forth of new doctrines. 1 ask
uo man to go further than the fathers of our Con-
stitution have gone. Within the pale of the Uni-
ted States, I claim that all is Freedom. No power
i+ conferred, and none was intended to be con-
ferred, upon the General Government, through
CUongress, 1o favor the institution of Slavery at
wll, much less & power to extend it & single inch.
Slavery was regarded as = State institotion
alone.

Hare, sir, do not understand me to be so un-
reasonable us to demand the immediate and un-
eonditional emancipation of Slavery in those
Btates where it has grown up by prescription—
where it has moulded the habits, the character,
and the institutions, of the people. 1 see,andknow,
and feel, the difficulties as plainly and as strongly
us any man. [know you cannot do it at once;
but T know that, if you feel as thoss who framed
our Constitution felt, you will not believe that it
1% an institution which should be cherished, fos-
tered, and upheld ; you will not believe that it
ghould be eternal ; but you will be willing to
look st it as & temporary evil, to be got rid of
just as soon &s circumstances will admit. If 1
could see thst you were following in that direc-
tion, you would find no man more lenient in
judgment on your course than myself. 1 perceive
the difficulty. 1 would leave it entirely with your-
selves to prescribe the mode, to fix the manner,
and the time, when an end should be put to it
But what do we seo?

Now. you say that it is a divine institution.
Not only is It to exist where it has been imposed
on the psople by long prescription, but, being a
godlike institotion, fraught with blessings and
benefit to mankind, itis to be spread all over this
continent! (On this ground [ meet you; here the
people of the free Siates meet you, and declare
that it shall not be spread another inch with their
approbmtion and consent. This is the great issue
between us.  If advocacy of this doctrine consti-
tutes an Abolitionist, | am one. If it does not
constitate an Abolitionist, | am not one. [ am not
choice in the use of terms; I care little for names ;
| care less for what men may say of me; but
I wish to be understood precisely as | mean. [
grant vou full power and jurisdiction to dispose
of this matter as you see fit, in your own States,
hoping that, as just men, you will view it, as |
do, to be a temporary evil, to be got rid of as
soom as possible; but whether you so regand it or
not, deal with it as you see fit, in your own
States ; there, | sm not responsible for it. When,
however, you undertake to extend it into territo-
ry now free, | must meet you ; and on this issue
the North will meet you. Is this Abolitionism ?
1 Lielieve it marks strongly the character of those
whom vou call Black Republicans. [ cannotde-
tend them against the charge, nor do I wish to
do so; for | am one of the blackest of the black,
it this be the eriterion of the judgment.

The Senntor from Kentucky [Mr. Tnoursos]
ssked us yestorduy what we meant by the slave
power? He leoked around with an air of tri-
umph, a5 it he had found s glang phrase which
really meant nothing. He asked us to define
what we meant by the “ slave power " which he
heard 2o much talk of. He explained it him-
self in the next bresth, for he went on to tell us
that in the slave States not one fifth of the white
inhabitants own slaves. Ifhe had said one tenth,
bie wonld have been nearer right; but, tuking his
own admission, not more than one fifth of the
£ ntire free population of the Southern States have
any interest in the institution of Slavery. What
are we to infer from that? By the slave power,
I mean that power which reigns and demineers
over four fifths of the people of the South ; which
rules them with & rod of iron; which gags the
press; which restraing the liberty of speech;
which makes it perilous even for you, men of the
South, to go home and proclaim the doctrines of
the Declaration of Independence, though you
way believe in those doctrines in your hearts.
You dare not do it. 1 do not blame you, for the
fact is that one fifth have triumphed over all the
rest, gugged them, and prescribed what they
sball sav and do on the subject. The South is
uat w freo country. The policy of this slave
power has monlded and controlled the Govern-
ment ever since its foundation, and it always
threatens dissolution of the Union, if an attempt
i made to check its absolute dominion. This,
=ir, is the slave power, and it is felt in every
corner of the Republic.

Gentlemen frequently talk to me as if T were
interfering in & matter that does not concern me.
This is a charge which 1 do not like to bear; for
of all things in the world 1 deprecate the idea of
intermeddling in other people’'s business. 1 have
some interest in this question. Notwithstanding
vou say that you will resist all attempts to agi-
tute cortain subjects, the Constitution of the
United States gives me the right to go into any
of your States—to go to Richmond, or anywhere
else in Virginia, or any other Southern State, and
there speak for Freedom as boldly as I intend to
do Lere to-day, and with the same impunity.
The fathers of the Republic wero willing that
any man should propagste any doctrioe in which
he believed, leaving the judgment to the people
to correct him if he was wrong. How i3 the
practice in point of fact? You frequently say
thet you are o law-abiding and constitution-
ahiding people ; but, sir, it would be more peril-
ous for we to go into your States and declare
what, before God, | believe to be true upon this
subject of Slavery, then it would be to proclaim
Red Repnblicanism in St. Petersburgh. You
know it, and yet you talk of the Constitution
and the constitutional rights of the South, while
you deprive us of the plainest and most sacred
constituiional rights,

Why, sir, & Northern man can hardly go with
ssfety into the South to transsct business entirely
wolinteral to the gquestion of Blavery. 1 know a
gentleman from Ohio who went into South Car-
olina a& mdministrator, to wind up the affuirs of an
estate, not at all connected with Slavery. When
be got there, e was told that it was understood
he was an Abolitionist, as all men who entertain
my sentiments are styled, and a committee waited
on him, and told him be must leave the place a*
once. It was only by the greatest- exertions of
influential lawyers that he was permitied to abide
in the town until his business could be transacted.
Happy was he that he eseaped at last without a
vont of tar nnd feathers, or something worse. This
is the law-abiding conduct of which some gentle-
men talk so much and so loudly! [ proclaim
here, boldly, that in my judgment there is not the
semblance of Liberty in the SBouthern States—no
more for the man living there than for me. 1
judge so from this circumstance, that the most
extreme and outrageous measure in regard to this
suhject by the mo#t violent men are never rebuked
there, although there must be in that section, as
in others, men of judgment and discretion, lovers
of Liberty, Justice, and Right. If a proposition
is made of the most extreme and violent charac-
ter, involving the greatest outrage on the rights
of men, you do not hear the voice of wisdom and
justice saying, “ Friends, you are going too far.”
No man can say this, for the reason that, if be did
#0, he would be denounced at once as nn Aboli-
tionist. Anr man who should undertake to
moderate thuir zeal against what they call Aboli-
tionism, would be deemed an Abolitionist himself,
and would stand about the same chance that a
reactionist did during the French Revolution.

1 take no pleasure in proclaiming these things,
although I believe them to be true. From the
accumulated evidence which I receive on this sub-
ject from every quarter, I cannot doubt for one
moment that the people of the South are laboring
under one of the most accursed despotisms that
ever settled down upon mankind, involving not
only themselves, but citizens of other States, who
have the right under the Constitution to go there.
Suill, I am to be blamed, as one who interferes
with other men’s business, l;mm 1 ﬂ.;:zic liam
to iovei this state of things, an re
to yo':.‘h M.sl:h!:a South, the guarantees of the
Constitution are a mere rope of sand. When I
invoke that Onutltnﬁnh‘ ﬁ-dr ;:;l pml«uh‘;ou o{ my
right to speak, publish, an t, whatever [ see
ﬁf’“ mmp.vhh a coat of tar nndf;:he‘r:,

e

bitual violators of the Constitution. Thus will
men be blinded by interest, passion, and preju-

dice!

d

in
‘were 0 th would it be effectual ma
L“goo;"-umm of the United States?

If there be a man here who believes so, let him
speak, for him have | offended. Sir, there is no
such man. The Constitation has nothing to do
with the rights of Northern men in your Southern
States. You kmow that it has been entirely per-
verted, in these latter days, to the extension, up-
holding, cherishing, and spreading, of the insti-
tution of Slavery.

[ have been amazed, in studying the history
of my country, to reflect on the difference between
this day and that when the word * Liberty” was
loved. It reminds me of the speech of Cicero,
on & certain occasion, when, in the degenerate
days of old Rome, the same idea crossed his
great mind. He spoke of Liberty, how once re-
| vered and loved by the Roman people, but now

(said he) trampled down. How is it here to-day?
; How is it with the great Democratic party, and
. their representatives within my hearing? There
| 15 no word in the English language that is so pro-
| scribed by them as the word “Liberty.” These
| Democrats hate it as a mad dog hates water.
! Liberty ! The moment the word is spoken, he
that speaks it is at once transformed into an
Abolitionist, ¢ Liberty!” * Freedom!” of all
words in our language, their utterance soonest
puts a man in Coventry. One Senator believes
that a man ghould be put in Coventry who makes
use of these terms indiscreetly. Why is it thus?
Sir, Liberty was the polar star that guided our
futhers in the great struggle for independence.
If that word had been stricken from the calendar,
not 4 single man would have been found to face
the British bayonets for « moment. It is in vin-
dication of Liberty that I am here to-day, It is
not less in jeopardy now than it was then. Aspi-
rations for Liberty stimulated them, and enabled
them to go through the dreadful struggles of the
Revolution ; but now, at this era, in the Senate
of the United States, [ am supposed to be an in-
termeddler in other men’s business, not my own,
for avowing my love forit. For maintaining this
principle I am put beyond the pale of all promo-
tion in the so-called Democratic party. Their
leaders are now courted, trusted, and honored, in
proportion to their servility and hatred of Free-
dom.

All Senators know that there exists here an

unconstitutional test of office. 1 do not respect
it, and I told you in the beginning that 1 never
would. Lest he who occupies the Executive chair
should make spme great blunder,and not put into
office & mere tool of this slave power, you inquire
into what he bas done; and if the smell of Liberty
is on his garment, be it ever go fuint or remote,
he is proscribed. He can no more receive an
office at the hands of the Democratic party, than
if he came from & penitentiary. The love of Lib-
erly operates as a conviction for crime. It de-
prives bim of the rights of an American citizen.
He ean hold no office of trust or profit under the
United States, if he happens to believe that men
are created equal, and have certain inalienable
rights, among which are life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness. This is the degeneracy to
which your Democratic party has come. Iam
humilisted by it; 1 am put beyond the pale of
office. There iz not one of the majority in the
other House, calling themselves Republicans, who
were elected by an overwhelming majority of the
free people of the United States, whose Repre-
sentatives they are, who is not, under your Demo-
cratic rule, as effectually proscribed from receiv-
ing un office at the hands of the Democratic party,
as though he was the inmate of a penitentiary.
Why ? Because he has undertaken to resist your
attempt to make Slavery in these United States
universal and perpetual forever.
These are some of the reasons why I stand
here to inveigh against your institution. It has
corrupted public men; it has overturned the
Government. You have erected roles and prin-
ciples utterly inconsistent with those of the
fathers of the Republic. You know that I preach
no more than the truth—nay, half the truth bas
not been told on this subject. 1 desire to reason
with men ; and I ask my Democratic friends of
the South, do you suppose, for one moment, that
a proud people, jealous above all things of their
rights, whose futhers perilled their lives to ob-
tain those guarantees of Liberty which we are
defending—I ask you in sober reason, divested
of all acrimony, is it reasonable to suppose that
it is entirely =afe to drive that class of men to the
wull” Do you expect that it will be safe to deny,
forever, those grest principles of Liberty which
are cherished by & majority of the people of the
United States as the apple of their eye? If you
do, I tell you you will wake up some morning,
and find that you have gone a step too far. The
patience of our people, on this subject, has been
tore severcly tried than was that of their fathers.
If those venerated sires could look down on us
to-day, they would reproach us for our patient
submission for so long a time. He who went
through every hattle from Bunker Hill to York-
town, would ssk me, * Why is it that you have
not stood forth hefore, as the bold advocate of
hose rights which were bestowed upon you by
my labors, perils. and blood?” lle would re-
proach me & an undutiful son, for having been
too patient—yea, infinitely more patient than the
men of the Revolution, under the aggressions of
Great Britain.

I know that s majority of the people of the
United States feel that they have been delinquent
in not having risen before to assert their rights.
Will you be lured, by the recreant men who hap-
pen to slip in here aguinst the wishes of their
congtituents by such accidents as frequently take
place, to beiieve that the people of the North, in
whose veins flows the blood of the Revolution,
have really lost the spirit of their ancestors?
Will you be lured to believe that it is perfectly
safe to disregard their rights? 1 ask you to
pause. 1 tell you these men are not safe coun-
sellors. 1 know that you regard me as your
enemy; and yet | am really your best friend, be-
canse | stand here to advise you of the danger of
being lured to destruction by men who seek their
own advancement, caring nothing what be-
full you. Like those who, in times gone by, have
been the honest bearers of unwelcome intelli-
gence, | know 1 shall be treated as your enemy;
bat still I will not shrink from the path of duty.
| have said, Mr. President, that in 1852 the Com-
promise Measures were declared to be final and
eternal ; but two years did not pass away before
an agitation took place in this country, notwith-
standing your resolutions of Conventions and of
the Senate, compared with which al others are
as the idle wind. You had not ceased to sing the
glories of the finality, which all pledged them-
selves to stand by forever, before you were tempted
by false counsellors, who cared not for your inter-
ests, into measures utterly fatal to the great prin-
ciples of American Liberty. The act which caused
this agitation was voted for by my friend from
Kentucky—for 1 will cal' him my friend, because
in past times he and 1, though far apart, and not
knowing each other, fought stoulder to shoulder
with great zeal and perseverance in the great
battle in which we were engaged for the success
of the principles of the Whig party. 1 endeav-
ored, in my humble way, with equal zeal with
my friend from Kentucky, or any other man, to
clevate the great statesman, Heonry Clay, an honor
to this or any other nation, to the highest station
within the gift of the American people. I deplore
our failure in that great battle; for if we had been
successful, the sagacity, the wisdom, the patriot-
ism, and sense of jnstice, of that great man, would
have saved me the necessity of standing up now
0 advocate American Liberty. He himself wonld
have vindicated it. He was not the man to preach
that Slavery was a divine institution ; but shortly
before his death, among the last deeds of his life,
though prompted by every consideration that
could move & man in an opposite direction, he
stood here pledging his word, that with his con-
sent Slavery should never be extended one inch
into free territory. Honor, eternal honor, sir, to
his name, for having resisted the temptations
which sarrounded him, and stood forth, though on
the verge of the grave, to vindicate his manhood
and the rights of man.

The gentleman from Kentucky told us yester-
day that he stood bere as an sdvocate for the old
Whig party. What an advocate! If Henry Clay
had not been in his grave, [ do not believe we
should have heard him here. [Laughter.] He
"still stands by the old Whig party! 1 do not
wish to make use of any harsh expressions, and
1 am glad that | checked one which was on my
tongue. He, an advocate of the Whig party, who
went into council with the enemies of Henry Clay,
with the old repudiators of his doctrines, to over-
throw that law by which he plumed himself on
having given harmony and peace to the Union!
15 this the way in which he asserts the great prin-
ciples of the Whig party? 1 stood by the Whig
rﬂy until then, When the Whigs of the South,

ith some honorable and glorious exceptions,
fewer than [ wish they were, emerged from the
dark councils of our enemies, and the enemies of
our great statesman, thr{ Clay, and came here
together to undo the work of peace and justice
and right, which had been the pride of his life,
they annibilated the Whig party. The Whigs of
the South are now scattered as sheep havieg no
shepherd. Having been traloed under such a
leader as Henry Clay, during the best part of
their political lives, it was unnatural for them to
go body and soul into the camp of the enemy;
and hence they are in a kind of political purga-
tory to-day, dangling between heaven and hell,
not knowing whether to join the Republicans or
the Democracy. All this is consequent upon, and
traceable to, the fatal act of giving in to the insidi-
ous counsels of those who sought to advance
themselves, not caring what became of you, much
less what became of the old Whig party which

X

annihilated, by the complicity of him and others
who sought its destruction.
The Whigs of the South, as I bave said, in an
evil hour conspired with the enemy to overthrow
the principles of the old Whig party. ’l‘hc{
leagued with the enemy to undo & measure whic
had been carried by Southern votes, and was re-
garded, at the time, as a sectional triumph over
the Northern enemy. I have no doubt that, at
the time when it was enacted, it was unjust, be-
cause Freedom and Liberty are much better than
chains and Slavery, and ought not to receive the
same meed of encouragement at the hands of the
National Legislature. Much is lost in this dis-
cussion by permitting gentlemen to put Slavery
and Liberty on the same footing. Slavery is apt
to take care of itself, and needs no help from leg-
islation. It is the business of the just statesman
to labor always for Liberty. In modern times, in
this degenerate age of the Republic, it is argued,
and even half conceded, on this floor, that Liberty
and Slavery ought to receive the same meed of
encouragement at the hands of Congress. Itis
A monstrous proposition, fit only for a despotism.
It might probably be sustained in Russia and
other d . 8ir, when the American
ple so far forget what is due to Republicanism,
equality, justice, and right, as to say that Slavery
is equally entitled with to encourage-
ment, then Liberty is no more. The principles
of the fathers are overthrown, and there is noth-
ing left worth preserving. But, sir, if Liberty
was even permitted an equal chance with Slavery,
I should not be compelled to speak to-day for
Freedom. There is a vigor, a force, a power, in
free institutions, which enable them to care
of themselves if you give them an equal chance.
But every d t of the Government is now
wielded for the destruction of Liberty, and the
advancement of Slavery and chains. This will
not do; the principles of the Administration must
and ghall be reversed. Liberty shall yet be the
favored child of this glorious Republic.

You repealed tie Mi

bare abstraction ; that no

not go into Kansas, because the God of nature
had not adapted the soil and climate to Slavery.
That was the declaration made here at the time.
I do not suppose that it deceived anybody—cer-
tainly it did not deceive me—but some men just-
ified their votes on this ground. They told the
people that it was an act of justice to the South,
to be attended with no practical consequences.
We were told then, that in 1820 the South com-
mitted an act of political suicide. For thirty-four
years they never discovered it. During all that
time, the South supposed they had achieved a
triumph. In the thirty-fourth year, however, a
prophet sprang up who made them acquainted
with the fact that they themselves had done an

the South. When the act was accomplished, I
said on this floor that the Whig party wus over-
thrown. [ was told, however, that a great prin-
ciple was asserted. The principle was, that the

to manage their own domestic institutions in their
own way. To men who thought but little, such
a proposition seemed to be just. You were not

against all precedent you incorporated into the
very body of your bill these jingling words, that
it “was not the intention of Congress to legislate
¢ Slavery into the Territory, nor to prohibit it
¢ from going there, but to leave the people per-
¢ fectly free to form and regulate their domestie
¢ institutions in their own way, subject, however,
¢ to the Constitution of the United States.”

on God's earth. [ say boldly, it was a premedi-
tated deception. It partially produced its result;
but, thank God, the people now understand it.
The doctrine that the inhabitants of a Territory
should manage their own internal concerns in
their own way, seemed very plansible. | know
the labor which it cost to get this formula into
the bill. I remember the various committals, and
recommittals, and councils, and deliberations,
which took place before the creed could be worded
right. As one gentleman said, a siump-speech
was injected into the boedy of the bill, in order to
sweeten it with the people. From Adam's time
to the present, who ever heard of setting forthin
the body of an act the reasons for its passage?
A law is defined to be a rule of action, and who
ever beard of making it express the motives of
those who passed it? It was an extraordinary
occurrence that called for such extraordinary
legislation. It stamped this measure, in the first
place, as something extremely important and un-
usual. 1 think [ cannot mistake the purpose for
which it was done. It was hollow, false, hypo-
critical; designed to deceive the people, who it
was hoped would not understand it. Time, which
tests all things, has brought to light what I did
not know then, to confirm the opinion which I
then entertained. [ have no doubt, from the evi-
dence which has since transpired, that at the very
time when you were enacting a law declaring that
the people of the Territory should do as they

End

- Are you going to bang him for treason?

|

grow out of it for the South ; that Slavery could | to the Constitution of the United States.”

i

people of & Territory ought to have a perfect right |

' for.

content with the ordinary mode of legislation, but |

secret society 7 Never; never. It was all right
to carry Slavery there by the agency of secret,
oath-bound societies; but when thg Emigrant
Ald Society does lndrlh.hg, men stand forth in
the Senate of the United States to proclaim,
“We are glad to meet your defiant spirit; we
will subdue you; we intend to subjugate you.”
Why? Because you were sent there by Aid
Societies.

Now, sir, if the Aid Societies did wrong, punish
them ; but has not the honest settler who is liv-
ing on his claim the same rights with another
man, no matter by what agency he got there?
Are
you going to hunt him out as you would a wolf,
because he went on the boats or cars of the Aid
Society, and thereby paid a less price than if he
went there in any other way? If a man went
there bound by a secret oath, taken beforehand,
that he would corrupt the ballot-box—that he
would force certain institutions upon the people,
and overthrow all that your bill promised, there
is not & word of disapprobation on your lips. I
leave the world, with the light of the evidence,
to judge between the secret oath-bound society
under the command of the late Vice President
Atchison, Stringfellow, and company, and the
. Massachusetts Aid Society, composed of men of

n who have never meddled with your
institations, but have only aided persons to get
' to Kansas more easily and more cheaply than
! they could have gone without such aid. 1 leave
| the people to judge between the two. From the
verdict of the Senste I appeal to the people. A
great controversy is pending, which will decide
whether Slavery is to be by illegiti-
' mate means—whether Freedom, going into your
! Territories in innocence, is to be proscribed !
! That question is pending before the American
' people. To them I take an appeal from all your
ts and votes here, and I doubt not what

the result will be.
But, sir, T have not yet done with your Kan-

i Compromise. Why ! sas-Nebraske bill. I told you it was a fraud.
did you do it? Various reasons were assigned Canlproveit? We shall see. After saying that
for the act on this floor at the time. All seemed, ' you left the people entirely free to fix their do-
however, to concur in the opinion that it was a | mestic institutions in their own way, you had
ical result would great trouble in adding the words, *subject only

‘What
qualification, I ask the Senator from lilinois, did

| he understand to be made in legal effect by the
" addition of those words? I ask the Senator to
answer me. Did he hold that the Constitution
, of the United States, by its own vigor, carried
Slavery into the Territory, and rendered it legal
for a slaveholder to take this species of property
there? 1 again ask the Semator from Illinois
whether he understands that that was the case?
Mr. DOUGLAS. The Senator from Ohio has
been using such language, that I cannot go
into a discussion with him. He has spoken of
‘“fraud,” and “premeditated fraud,” in such a
manner that T perceive the object is to get up a
controversy. I do not intend to have a contro-

act deeply injurious to the honor and interests of versy with him here to-day. Therefore he can | J

go on and finish his speech.

Mr. WADE. Well, sir, the Senator called on
us, not a great while ago, to be explicit as to
what our issue was. [ have been explicit as to
our issue. Ihave told you what the “Black
Republicans,” of whom I am one, are contending
We intend, above all other things, that you
shall not have another inch of territory uny-
where for Slavery, and especially not Kansas,
which you have attempted to steal. Now, when
I call on the gentleman to be equally explicit,
he says that I use intemperate language. Per-
haps I do, for I am impelled by considerable zeal
on this subject, because it has brought jeopardy
on our country. It is enough to stir the blood

. of every man who has any love of country, to see

y  how our liberties have been jeo
A more damning act of duplicity than this
never characterized the legisiation of any country |

ed by the
late course of things. The Senator from Illinois
refuses to tell me what he understood, as chair-
maun of the Committee on Territories, was meant
by the insertion of the most material clause in
the Kansas-Nebraska Will. I know that many

. gentlemen from the South held that no legisla-

tion was wanted to enable them to take their
slaves into the Territories. They held that the
Constitution gives the right, without legislation.

| The Senator from Mississippi [ Mr. Browx] avow-

edly held that doctrine. That Senator,in a speech
delivered not long since, said it was unfortunate

| that the law did not define particularly what

was the meaning of the language to which I
have alluded. 1know why it was notdone. You
could not agree among yourselves about it.
Council after council was held on these very
words. Many Southern gentlemen said that Sla-
very was carried to the Territories by force of the
Constitution ; others held a different doctrine;
and you had to compromise by putting in the
words, “subject only to the Constitution of the
United States,” which overthrew the previous
clanze about leaving the people perfectly free
to form their own institutions. This specious
language, calculated to tickle the ear of the peo-
ple, was entirely nullified and overthrown by

i the addendum, which you now refuse to explain,

The Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Browx,] in
the speech to which I have referred, said:
“In passing the Kansus bil], Congress, in my opinion,

committed one error; and out of that error has grown
much of the confusion and discord which huve ever since

pleased on the subject of Slavery, a secret ¥

was organized to carry Slavery into Kansas, with-
out regard to what might be the wishes of the
people. 1 say, the proof stands out in bold re-

lief, and, though it does not trace a knowledge
of the society to the members who voted for the
bill, it shows that just about that time secret
lodges, with secret oaths, and all the parapher-
nalia of a secret society, for the deliberate pur-
pose of carrying Slavery into that Territory, was
formed in the State of Missouri, and also in other
States ; and before God I believe that it extended
even to this city. If 50, it still further marksthe
blackness and darkness that cover the transae-
tions of those who, meditating the establishment
of Slavery by force or frand in that Territory,
put in the bill the principle that the people shall

be left ¢ perfectly free” to do as they pleased on

the subject.

What adds to the enormity of the transaction
is, that now, with this light before us, with a per-
fect knowledge that such a society existed, at
all events, in Missowri, and extended to other
Btates, and was actively propagating its princi-
ples, and preparing for the onset, those who did
this act turn round and charge all the difficulties
in Kunsas on the Emigrant Aid Society of Mas-
sachusetta, This is the burden of the first and
second reports of the Committee on Territorios.
It is the great staple of the speeches that have
been made to justify the atrocities in Kansas.
1 do not deny that it was the inteptign of the
free States to send free men o the Territory of
Kansas. 1remember well, that, when some gentle-
man was arguing against the Aid Society, the
Senator from Georgia [Mr. Toowns] said that he
saw nothing illegal init. That declaration was,
1 think, incorporated ioto his speech. He agrees
now, aa all honorable men must agree, that it
did nothing unlawfnl—nothing wropg; and yet
the honorable SBenator from Georgia kas ssmuch
interest in promoting Slavery as any man under
heaven. Then, what will you say of the men
from the North who dissent from him, and seek to
put the odium of the occurrences in Kansas on the
Aid Society, by the use of srguments which a
Southern man, governed by the principles of
honor, repudiates? You tell us that the Aid
Society has been the causze of the trouble. Hon-
orable geotlemen from the South see nothing
wrong in it; nor do you. It is a pretence, put
forth to break the pdjum of Northern delin-
queney.

Did you not say the Territory was open to &
just competition? Did you not invite all men to
go into the Territory, and there compete for the
meed of Liberty 7 I regretted this, for it was not
an equal bargain by any meane, because we had
already paid the full price of having Liberty there,
without being subject toany contingency. Throw-
ing that out of the way, trampling it under foot
by & breach of faith, which would have justified
war to the kpife between separate and independ-
ent nations, and planting yourselves upon the
principle that the different sections oi the Union
should go there and compete for the establish-
ment of their institutions, was there anything
wrong in the North, that believed in Liberty, send-
ing, or aiding to send, men there who wished to
go? Did they hire them? No. Did they pay
them? No. Did they make an inqguiry asto
their politics? They did not; but if they had
done so, it would have been justifiable. All there
was about it was & society like the Americaa
Express Company or any other. Jf was designed
to give Liberty to this Territory, the most iauda-
ble of all objects; and next to make profit, as men
make profit by other trapsactions. Northern
men, in the face of the sdmission of Soythern
men t_rho say they can see nothing wrang in it,
declaim against and denounce those engaged in
the transaction. Well may we blush for the
North. 1intend to do the South no injustice; I
will give them their due, and no more ; but I must
say that I have never known a Southern man
recreant to the principles by which he professed
to be governed. If he is an advocate for Slavery,
he stands up and advocates it boldly. Iam here
boldly to meet him on his arguments. But what
shall we say of those who take up arguments for
Slavery which are discarded by the men who are
interested, and seck to make political capital
against Freedom out of the remnanis of argu-
;nam; which are rejected by honorable compet-
tors

The Aid Bociety, we are told, did wrong ;
but nothing is said of the ucret,':u?h.bo:fi

we loved. My friend from Kentucky says he is
the advocate of the Whig party. Sir, there is no
Whig party. It has been dishonored, repudiated,

society organized for mo other purpose but to
carry Slavery there. Did any man ever hear
from your lips & rebuke or censure against this

o d the ink of the Ternitory. It was just
1o repesl the Missouri restriction ; but it was gnwise 1o
leave the inhabitants of the Territory in doubt as 1o the
exient of their real powers. It wasa grievous error not
to have defined precisely what wemeant “ by leaving the
people of the Territory perfecily free to form and regulale
their domestic institutions in their own way.'"

That declaration comes from no enemy of the
measure, but a fast friend to it, but an honorable
man, who will not shrink from givipg me his
views of the Constitution upon any matter con-
nected with this great controversy, I have given
his opinion. Then I am justified in saying that
you failed to define what you meant on this most
important of all subjects, You left jn your dec-
laration, as & trap to catch men who knew poth-
ing of what you intended. I kpew it, There
was no Senator on the floor who did not under-
stand perfectly well that that addition was ob-
tained by great labor, pain, and deliberation, and
in the minds of perhaps a majority here annulled
the specions words whigh were before inserted
to tickle the ears of the peopie. That stymp
speech, which, as Mr. Benton said, was injected
into the enacting clause of your law, was annulled
by this other clause, which those who were not
lawyers would not be likely to understand ; and
to-day the Senator from lllinois cannot tell me
how he understands ii,

1 knew by nnother indication what was the
meaning of that. Nearly all of yon went back
on the stump and eaid, “Is it not right for the
people of the Territory to frame their domestic
institutions in their own way? Who can object to
80 reasonpble & proposition 8 that? These Black
Hepublicans, however, wast to come in, and by
some arbitrary rule override the will of the ped-
ple in the Territories.”” And yet, you all knew
that that was not the understanding which was
attached to the very clause that yon undertook
to palm off on them. 1 shall not occupy time by
reading from the Journals of the Senate, for I re-
member what toof place en that pcesgign. M
then colleague, .p hnu,%nthordgr t:i tg:‘t yl:iiil:‘
veracity on that subject, and your good faith in
that enactment, proposed to insert at the end of
that clause this most reasonable proposition :

# Provided, ‘That the Territorial i
PRl 1o aTbmis Mapery it Sty e have

The votes of all the friends of the bill stand re-
corded on the Journals against that provizo; and
yet yon complain of me because I speak freely on
this subject. You say the people were to be left

werfectly free; and yet, when the test came,
lisibet they should be free or nat, you voted it
down. This was like the apples of m—fair
to the look, but as you approach them, and at-
teil::pt to taste them, they turn to bitterness and
ashes.
: :so ldhis‘tha ﬂ:ray in which the American Senate
is oal with the unsophisticated e of the
United States? Vou pretended tha{'ﬁ:nl had no
power to legisiate at all for the Territories; that
non-intervention was to rule; and, again, Mr.
Chase tested you by asking you to declare that
the people should have the privilege of choosing
their own Governor, judges, and other officers.
He offered an amendment for that purpose, so ks
to test your real views on the subject of non-
intervention; but you as promptly voted it down,
saying that they bad no such right, but yet not
at;lnﬁng one :.i..lt a:' onne‘;ime of your stickling for
what you ¢ e rights of the people of the
Territories, and the want of power in Congress
to legisiate for them. =~ = '

Mr. President, the of that bill was an

unfortunate hour for this Republic. I felt it then;

and during that dark night I rose here, and tol
you that [ feared the is‘lseu of qur Hs ’u:l‘ié :u:
rung ; that you had given it a woynd under which

it would languish, and finally die. God knows |
fear now that mnﬂicﬁnﬁ will be verified, for

all the evils I then t would arise
out of this dangerous and unjust lation have
come upon us. This Government has been legis-

lating for seventy years on matters conmected
with the welfare of the American people: not
always, perhaps, in the wisest manner, but still

80 a8 to ¢ every one, proud of the American
name, pager fo uphold dlp , of onr insti-
tutions; but now they hare received a !

that makes every patriot tremble, and

him to pause as he attempts to he curtain
which sgaceals the fatgrs of fale Rernr "
For more than seventy years, the s of the

American poople haye been secyred,

huﬂdnncirﬂm.undvﬂmu.::m
duim::lh od ; we have not heard of Ameri-
can oot by American hands on American

soil, purpose of
o pollilonl primapis o B B

throwing sny of her institutions. Now, however,
since the spoiler has come, and with him this ne-
farious legislation, strife and contention embjtter
one section of the country against the other, 50
that it now requires all the coolness of the patriot
to withhold his hand from rushing into the arena
of civil war. Sir, civil war, in fact, now exists in
your Territory, and it has been commenced for no
other purpose but to carry Slavery into Kansas in
the face of your specious legislation, which was to
leave the people free to legislate as they pleased
on the subject.

I wish to know whether there is any party, or
any section, in the Senate of the United States,
that can look with composure at the transactions
now going on in Kansas, [ ask every man, no
matter from where he comes, if his blood does
not boil as he contemplates the acts of lawless
violence that are being committed there? Does
any one suppose that these blows of civil war
can be given by one side forever, and never be
retalisted by the other? I koow, eir, that the
Northern people are patient, long-suffering, and
very slow to anger; but if these things go on, the
day will come when they will think that forbear-
ance ceases to be a virtue. It is doubtful whether
their quiet is not a shame to-day. What have the
Free State settlers of Kansas done to justify the

ions of those who are attempting to prop-
agate the institution of Slavery.

1 ask my colleague, [Mr. Puan,] the u-imcate
of Slavery, who stands here, turning his back
coolly upon three fourths of the Legislature of
his State, putting them at open defiance; who
has never breathed here the name of Liberty;
whose tongue has been employed, since he has
had & seat on this floor, in nothing but the advo-
cacy of abject Slavery; and who, with sa industry
worthy of a better cause, has hunted up-and per-
verted, 1 will say, the musty records of the early
history of this Government, in the vain hope that
he could cull there something on which to hang
an argument for eternal Slavery—I ask him,

rejudiced as he must be, what have the Froe

tate people of Kansas done, that deserves rob-
bery, and murder, and the burning of their towns?
What have the free emigrants from Ohio done,
that they should be hunted down like wild
beasts in the prairies of Kansas? Have they
raised their hands in ruthless violence against
the institations of their country? He denounced
them as traitors. Who bave they betrayed?
What law have they transgressed? What injury
have they done? KEcho auswers, What? They
have gone there and taken up their claims for
the honest purpose of settlement. There is not
a single act of violence, or blood, or illegality, of
which they can be accused.

I am amazed at the facility with which some
men follow in the wake of Slavery. Sometimes
it leads me even to hesitate whether I am strictly
correct in the idea that all men are born to equal
rights, for their conduct seems to contravene this
doctrine. Sometimes I see in some men an ab-
ectness, & waat of that manly independence
which enables a man to rely on himself and face
the world on his own principles, that I do not
know but that I am wrong in advocating Univer-
sal Liberty. 1 wish to Heaven all such were of
the African race.

I ask again, Why are these men denounced as
traitors? What have the immigrants from Ohio
done to demand the fate which has been visited
on them ? What had Brown done, that he should
be met in the prairies by five or six men, who,
with a barbarity worse than that of the savage,
hewed him in pieces, and, whilst dying from his
ghastly wounds, threw him into the presence of
his wife, to distract her, dethrone her reason, and
turn her out upon the world a raving maniac?
What had Barber done—a man who went from
Preble county, nearer my colleague’s home thon
mine, who ig certified to by all his neighbors :.s
one of the most inoffensive men in the world,
who went into the Territory in good faith, to
seek an industrious and honest livelihood? For
no other reason than that he held the principles
which I hold—for no treasonable acts, but bare-
Iy for the avowal that he loved Freedom better
than Slavery—he was hewed in pieces by men
who occupy important positions under this
miserable Administration, who still retain their
places, and who, I have no doubt, commended
themselves to the powers that be by the most
deliberate murders.

I know, Mr. President, that this is a hard in-
dictment; but it can neither be doubted nor de-
nied. Our country has come to a crisis which
demands all our wisdom to extricate her. Ispeak
plainly of the evils which are existing, because
we must understand them hefore we can apply a
remedy. I believe, before high Heaven, that, in
the history of all men who were ever intrusted
with the welfare of mankind, the acts of none
blacken the pages of history more than those of
Franklin Pierce, the present President. The
accusations which I have made here are beyond
the reach of denial. The record 1s made up, and
by that record he shall be tried. It will not do
now to deny it. 1 impeach him of these crimes,
and those who believe he is guilty of them, and
still uphold him, are accessories after the fact,

The Free State men of Kansas have done no
wrong. Their only crime is, that they loved
Preedom more than Slavery. You cannot escape
by cries against the Aid Society; and yet here is
a sophij thrown into the report of the com.
mittee and the speech of my colleague, that it is
a wonderful thing that, while Kansas is groan-
ing under all these evils, Nebraska is enjoying
peace| The Senator from Kentucky, in his argu-
ment yesterday, thought it was a profound mys-
tery how it happened that, although the first bill
proposed to make but one Territory out of this
great region, it was recommitted, and afterwards
reported as a Lill for {wo Territories. To one
who did not look behind the curtain, that would
seem to be a little strange. Why did you want
two great Toerritories with scarcely & white man
in them? In my judgment, when the first bill
was reported, the idea was to make a slave State;
byt jt was seen that the Terri was 80 large
that it would receive a great population from the
free States,and that it would not be as likely that
your secret societies for propagating Slavery
wonld be as successful in &e whole of it as by
gptting it in two, and making sure of one at ail
events, and trusting to luck for the other. You
cut it in two, and commenced proceedings to
propagate Slavery in Kansas because it lay along-
side of uri, and it was therefore to

any number of Missourians there, to
gontrol the Territory. You thought yon could
make it n slave Btaté much easier than'you couid
the whole region st first called Nebraska.

Why is it that there is no disturbance in the
present Territory of Nebraska? Merely because
your secret society to propagate Slavery by fraud
and force has not been in operation in that Ter-

tary. Dops any man suppose, for one moment,
ﬁu:{he Southein States, idtent upon ua'ki:; the
Territories slave States, would willingly adopt
the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, as
preached by its Northern advocates? We know
that they intend to bring Slavery into the Terri-
tories. Can it he snpposed, for 4 gingle mowment,
that it i8 poséikile, by the vote of {hé people, to
make a slave State, left perfectly free to the emid
gration from the North—a population of fourteen
millions, to compete with a population of six
millions ? Southern emigration is not half gg
Yigoinua &s that iromn the North, 1o say nething
of the emi on from abroad. Did any man for
& moment ve that an g could be gained
to S.Iavu? by the fai application of this
principle? No, sir; they knew it well. South-
ern gentlemen do not contend for that kind
squatter sovereignty, but they pyt their faces like
hiass against if, kbowing that, if carried out in
its true spirit, it would deprive them of all new
territory forever. Hence they raise their voices
against it.

When they sternly rebuked the advocates of
this squatter sovereignty, those gentlemen tyred
gg:na. snd reserted o & misérable absurdity.

ey do not gay, there is no such thing as popu-
lar so ; but, if you consult the first re-
port of the chairman of the Committee on Terri-
tories, you will find that be talks of a sovereignty
suspended in nbc‘-ume. mpm heard pf that
before? I have heard of and woodghucks
being suspended, and in abeyance, during the
winter, but I did not know that it applied to
sovereignty. I supposed that whoever possessed
sovereignty could exercise jurisdiction, or else
there was no sovereignty at all. What an idea
to talk abont mueiﬂty suspended in abey-
&lﬁhhﬂnﬂnmhy Uongress of the United

! It was a complete backing out; it was
a repudiation of squatter sovereignty, at the bid-
ding of those whose mandate some are accus-

[ ie Yetges pogort of the Comnitep o Teuito:
a lat e . BT
s i o i bbbl v by it

as named there. | do not say that it is not men-
tioned, for T have not read it. First, we were
told that the

T hope the will not be frou
T L R et F e
are to he allowed to frame their insti-
tnﬂolluthantothlnkm. How haas it been
in Kansas? w is it there to-day? How did
Mr. Atchison and Mr. and all Mis-
souri understand it? My and the Sen-
ator from Illinols have argued there might

S e e

be & majority of men there to make it a slave
State, and seemed to be very much in hopes that
such would be the case; but they knew that it
was not so, for no man, no State, resorts to force
and fraud to accomplish that which can be ac-
complished in & legitimate and proper way. The
very fact that the people of Missouri crossed
over the line in numbers, with arms, with
banners flying and drums beating, took l&ououion
of the polls, and drove away the inhabitants,
shows conclusively that they knew, if the people
were left to themselves, they would in & moment
make Kansas a free State. Why all this expense
and labor, and the commission of these egregious
crimes, if the purpose could be effected without
them? The fact is what every man would know
to be the case, even without understanding _the
evidence; he would kmow that le emigrating
from & section containing fourteen millions would
outnumber those coming from & section of not

' more than six millions. If left to themselves,

they would have excluded Slavery forever; and
hence the power of the General Government must
be invoked, and emigration must be fostered from
the Southern States; even States must be appeal-
ed to, and men must be seat and paid for going—
not to settle on claims and become actual resi-
dents; for if that was the object, I, who approve
the conduct of the Aid Society, would not condemn

man for that. If any man from the North
or the South has gone there for the purpose of
making that Territory his bome, I have not one
word to say against him. Let him go there; let
him carry his principles with him; let him carry
them out at the polls by his vote. If he is so
blind to his own interests, and so forgetful of the
rights of others, as to vote for Slavery, I shall
deplore it; but I shall not raise my hand or my
voice against him. It stands confessed that the
Pro-Slavery men were outvoted ; that the Free
State men were as three to one; that Missouri
and all the slave States were conscious of it; that
this miserable Executive was conscious of it; and
hence fraud, force, and violence, were resorted to,
in order to accomplish that which could not be
accomplished in a legitimate way.

I conld prove all that | have said in regard to
the iniquities enacted in Kansas by the documents
which were drawn reluctantly from the Executive
department. I could sustain them by the state-
ment of Governor Shannon himself. [ shall not
consume the time of the Senate now by reading
from these documents, but they are “ confirma-
tions strong as proofs of Holy Writ" of every
word I have said. To establish that truth, it is
not even necessary to resort to that multitude of
‘witnesses who have now come up to stare you in
the face, and the people of the United States in
the face, and to astonish them Ly the damning
crimes which have been committed by persons
from the State of Missouri, and by your Execu-
tive.

I have here Governor Shannon’s letter, hut it
has been read so often that I shall not again read
it; but I will state its substance. Governor Shan-
nion was inquired of, as to the circumstances which
gave rige to the first rebellion, ag it is called. It
appears that an oath was made by one man to the
effect that be had heard it stated, and believed it
to be true, that a man named Branson had threat-
ened his life. A peace warrant was issued, it is
said. We have not the warrant, nor anything
‘more than the bare statement of its having been
issued. This was the foundation of these pro-
ceedings. Officers were gsent to arrest Branson on
this peace warrant—the lowest grade of all judi-
cial proceedings for the purpose of holding a man
to bail for good behaviour, if peradventure, he had
made such a threat under circumstances that
would justify the proceedings. Wus not this a
mighty matter upon which to hang the revolution
of States and Empires? Governor Shannon in-
voked the troops te help his officers, because they
could not take Branson. Many an offender has
run away from one State to another, witheut
cauging revolution. These matters are regurded
as of very little consequence, for they are founded
on the loosest of all affidavits. It was evident that
the object was not to take Branson; but Governor
Shannon telegraphed to the President that Law-
rence was in arms, and that he wanted troops to
put them down. About ten days afterwards,
alone and unattended, he ventured into the camp
of these rebels. He did not take the precaution
to have even a file of men with him, which shows
that Governor Shannon knew in his heart that
there was no danger, no rebellion. No man would
have ventured into the camp of the enemy unat-
tended, if they were in the state of notorious and

| flagrant rebellion of which he had spoken.

When Governor Shannon went to Lawrence,
what did he find? ° He saya they told him they
were a peaceable people; had not secreted any-
body, and did not intend to do so. [Ie says that
ke believed all they said, and that he had nothing
against them. Now, there is one circumstance
which it is necessary to cousider, in order to show
the frame of mind which prevailed there. Gov-
ernor Shannon says that the people of Lawrence
were guilty of nothing, but that he had great
trouble to get away the troops, who were people
from Misspuri that had gathered together ra be-
siege Lawrence. This circumstance should be
borne in mind, because the men of Lawrence ara
accused of flagrant treasons. Governor Shannon
says that the people of Lawrence were all right,
and that the difficulty was to get his troops to
disband, without robbing and pillaging the town.
I will read what he says about his men at Law-

rence, as it is the clew to what has since hap-
pened :

“Early on the moming of 1He 7th instant [ rgpaired to
the camp st Lawrence, and found thein busily engaged in
their fortifications aud in drilling their forces, snh gad a
iull and satisfaciory interview with the commitie: appoint-
ed by the forces in Law Jin relation 1o the impending
difficulties. So far as the execution of the laws waus con-
cerned, we had no difficulty in coming to a satisfactory
understanding. 1t was at ange that the laws of the
Tertitory should fiaye theiz regular course, and that those
whe disputed their validity should, if they desired 1o do 80,
test that g ion in the judicial 1rib e of the ¥
that, in the mean time, no resistance should be made 10
their due execution, and the citizens of Lawrence and
viciuity were, when properly callecon, 10 aid in the arrest
of any one charged withtheir violation, and pid and asyist
in the preservaiion of thp ce angd good nnﬁrufsociﬂy;
while, on my part, | gave them every sssurance in my
power that they should be protected in all their rights and
defended again=t any unlawful aggressions. It is proper,
Ishould say,that t&r‘r claimed that a lagge majorjly of then
had alwsys held apd jnculcatpd the same views.”

Mark that, Mr. President; notice the confidence
which Shannon bad in those people. Not only
were they innocent of any offence, but be stipu-
lated with them to be the conservators of the

. He said these very rebels whom he went
there tp punish ghouid be enrolled ta keep the
peace throughout the Territory. He then goes
on:

“The assurances [ received entirely satisfied me that no
one agninst whom a writ had issued was then in Law-
rence; that they had all fled, and that they wepw harkoring,
concen'ing, or defending, no ong pgaiinst wham u weit had
bean uneé, apd that huresfier there would be no com-
Uined eliori made to prevent the service of any process in
the oounty of Dougl i isfaetory, and
all that had been desired. PRut 1o satiafy the forces that
surrounded Lawrence, 5o that they eould be induced to re-
tire in order, was the great difficuliy to be overcome. To
issue an order 1o the sherifl to disband his , and to
Generals Richardson and Sirizklarro dislu'nmr forces,
would hﬁ.\m beexn 10 Tet loose this laree hody of men, who
would have been left without cuntrol 1o follow the impulse
of their feelings, which evidenily was to attack and dis-
arni the people of Lawrence.”

That is it, sir; there was no trouble with these
rebels; all they did was right. ¥he only trouble
Va4 ta get rid of the so-called law and order men
who bad assembled to keep the peace. The Gov-
ernor goes on to tell us that he visited their camp,
and found them sullen and revengeful. He found
that they meditated an attack on Lawgence at all
:lhu;:t:s. He M;f t;;.pw that therg "i.l a ?flukn:,
thai the pec AWTCUCe Were gu noth-
ing; mm}:‘;m innocent me:, ol:’urvmt of
the rights of others; but notwithstanding all this,
he had great difficulty to get rid of the law and
order men who had gone into the Territory to
keep the peace in Lawrence. In this cognsction,
lwﬂll_lktheBegE.::ytomdsﬂvlinu from
the speech of the Senator from South Carolina,
[Mr. Burigr,] for 1 wish to have it understood
what kind of law and order people these men
were.

The Sec the following extract from
Mr. Bﬂdm of March &: ’

“There never was a better illustration of his character
than the eondyct he displayed in the expecied tragedy at
Lawrence. | krow the fact, and | siate it on my author-
i1y, as a truth not 1o be disputed, (because 1 have his let-
ters in ur drawer,) that, when that conlroversy &

1 hi was absolutely enlled upon 10 atte
'8 d, and he went, with g pos-
of those with whom he was usso-
llnl‘ tathgr be tha mentor than the leader;
m his mediatorial offi-

Tuis was ¥
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with the blood of the inhabitants of Lawrence ;
and it was all their leader could do to restrain
them from this. Why, in the name of all that is
pacred, this infernal revenge against the inno-
cent of Lawrence! Had not the Governor
of the Territory just told these troops that he
bad been in Lawrence, and found nothing against
the people there—that he was perfectly satisfied
with them ? But this had no effect wzmver to
mitigate the infernal atrocity which seemed te
actuate those hell-hounds who surrounded that
city. They wanted, still, to burn the place—to
drench the streets in the blood of the innocent
men, women, and children, of the town; and he
tells us,in this letter, that when they were induced
to leave, they left murmuring and threatening
that they would return again.

1 had hoped, sir, for the hooor of human nature,
as well as for the peace of the country, that this
threat would never be attempted to be put in
execntion; but, alas! it has proved too true.
These monsters in human shape, who had gone
there, breathed nothing but revenge for fancied
injuries, when they had received none—wishing
to wash their hands in the innocent blood of
strangers who had done them no harm—retired
reluctantly, murmuring and threatening that, at
some future time, they would have their revenge.
Too well, aided by this accursed Administra-
tion, have they kept their word, and sacked and
burned Lawrence. Flying men, women, and chil-
dren, can attest how faithful they were to the
nefarious threat they gave out. They gave the
Administration notice of what they intended.
Three months before, we had on our tables these
documents, accompanied by all this proof. The
people besought the Executive to interpose the
strong arm of the Geperal Government, to save
their wives and children from destruction, but he
turned coldly upon them. The South sent men
there, armed—not emigrants, with an honest pur-
pose of settlement, but apparently for no other
purpose than to fight the sectional battles of
Mizsouri against the rights of the settlers. When
these things were done, you find the Executive
of this Government mustering into service, as
constables and magistrates, and arming with
Government arms, this crew from the South, to
let loose upon the devoted inhabitants. Robbe-
ry, murder, rape, arson—ull these crimes stain
the garments of this Administration. The blood
of my countrymen is on their skirts. I say it
fearlessly. 1 know it is a high impeachment
that | make against the President ; but it is true,
and it will stare him in the face on the last day.
It is true, that the Executive arm of the Govern-
ment was used to prostrate innocent men, women,
and children, in the Territory of Kansas—to
burn, rob, and destroy, the American citizen—
despoil bim of his rights, and drive him from his
settlement. All the noted men who in this ex-
tremity asserted their manhood, and interposed
courageously between the defenceless people and
those who sought their destruction, have been
drivenjand hunted out of the Territory, as though
they were wild beasts. Many of them are in
prison, under mock process of law, to wait a
mock trial, and perhaps yield up their lives a sac-
rifice on the altar of Liberty.

This is faintly the condition to which you have
brought the country. In four short yeurs, this
prosperous Republic—the pride and glory of the
world—has come down to robbery, rape, arson,
and murder of its own citizens! Does any man
suppose that the people of the North will rest
quietly under this? Gentlemen of the South, do
you suppose that you are going to force Slavery
into Ksnsas? You have some reason to think
we are all cowards—I know we have given you
too much reason to believe so—but you will
find, after all, that there is a remnaut of the blood
of Bunker Hill yet running in the veins of North-
ern men. When driven to the wall, they will rise
in behalf of their slaughtered kinsmen, and pre-
vent those who have committed these deeds of-
atrocity from taking the benefit of their nefarious
acts. [ say it not by way of threat, but in vindi-
cation of that section to which I belong. You
have driven us to the wall; not to turn would
be dishonor, shame, slavery, and death. You
have forced the issue upon us. We must turn
and resist these aggressions, or lie down and be
willing slaves,

Now, Mr. President, I have a few words to say
about the pretended Legislature of Kansas, My
colleague spoke about a great many technical
principles. He spoke abeut Governments de facto
and de jure, to show that, if a man usurped an
office, and exercised it, bis acts could not be trav-
ersed collaterally. Very well. Every justice of
the peace understands that. It may be well
enough for the mere lawyer, but it is a sorry argu-
ment for the statesman. The Legislature were
in office, and Governor Reeder certified to the
election of some of them, and now American Lib-
erty must be trampled under foot, in the face of
the whole world, because there is a eerfiorari prin-
ciple in the way. What a bold advocate for
Anierican Freedom, to he hemmed in by the chalk
ling of a eertiorari! A great, notorious states-
man, on whom the world can depend to vindicate
their Liberty, cloven down and sought to be re.
instated, tells them that he who is doing it hns
the certificate of a man calling himself the Gov-
ernor; and, although you know it to be a usurp-
ation, he is an officer de facto, at all events, and
you must lie down under him! Thank God, the
evidence at this time does not leave any doubt.
The executive ofticers themselves have furnizshed
us enough to ehow that no freeman on God's earth,
who intends to be such, wounld lie down under
tnws made by such a tribunal as the documents
show that Legislature to have beeun,

My colleague and the Senator from Illinois took
much time to show that at all events the majority of
the Legislature had not been impeached by evi-
dence of fraud; and although it is as plain as
the noonday sun, that this quorum turned out
all those legally elected, and put in their old re-
pudiated associates without colar of right, a cer-
tiorari principle came in, and Liberty must be
trampled under foot! The documents furnished
by the Executive show that bands of armed men
came from Missquri, in military array, with drums
beating aud colors flying, and took possession of
not less than seven election districts, and drove
off the lawful judges of election. In ome in-
stance, they gave the judges five minutes to make
up their minds whether they would die at the
polls, or leave them in the hands of the foreign-
ers. This was done under the lead of the much-
Ismented Jones, who, by the way, was never shot,
:I:-eu lu the back; but, if ever shot, will be shot

ere.

The proof taken by the committee of the House
of Representatives I understand to be perfectly
overwhelmiug to rob you even of the miserable
vertiorart principle. 1t shows that two-thirds of
all those who voted for the Legislature stole in
there by force, to rob American citizens of their
God-given right to the ballot-box. Here stand
the chiefs of the Democracy, saying that freemen
are bound to submit to the doings of those who
have usurped authority, who have driven them
from the polls, and are ready to do the votlng
for them. This is said to be & great Democratio
principle. 1 tell you, Mr. President, that when-
ever the American ple come to the conclusion
that they will patiently endure to be governed by
laws made for them by force and fraud, they will
not only be slaves, but they t to be slaves,
and God Almighty made them for slaves, as he
did all those wha are apologisis for such acts.

It is & Democratic principle to require the people
o abide by the lation imposed on them by a
Legislature el by the inhabitants of a neigh-

boring State, stealing in there under the orders of
a secret society, to prevent the real seftlers from
voting, by fraud, by force, and hy terror!
Now, sir, what was the character of the legis-
lation? It was of the same bastard description
with the Legislature itself. It wasa to
American citizens; a series of laws unknawn to
the history of American legislation. T know that
the Semator from Tennessee, [Mr. Jovzs,] in a
gg_euh made by him at an early period of the
sgion, said that the laws in Kansas, on the
subject of Slavery, were not half severe enough;
that where they punished with the penitentiary,
he would promptly punish with death. He pro.
claimed that there was not a State in the Union
which had not just such laws, § do not think he
has studied the leglsiation of the country out of
Tenpessee, ar oven in it. I do not know what
wre the laws of Tennessee, and I do not know
but that such legislation prevails in the Sonthern
Btates generally, for I have not looked ta ascer-
tain; but I will not believe, until | am compelled
by the inspection of the records to believe, that
American citizens anywhere succumb to snch
miserable legislation ns that. One law punishes
# man with long imprisonment for taking into
the Territory any bosk, document, writing, or

Falouiated 1o sl uy the. slaves Yo ineuriection:

My colleagne thought pretty
li{d nllq-ll‘l,gﬂu ;"or,mm:u, that it was
hat kind which they were obliged to make uge

ion.ndcomﬂthinthozuﬂﬁuﬁh-tyﬁ“
day. In Ohio, the speech and the

free as the winds that blow acrass eur flelds. No
m.::nd.wthmta u;ummhhvord:. If he
were tQ go wou
wmm:mm find this trap set

to five years' imprisonment at least in the .,
tentiary. This is necessary, says my colle..
in slave countries. That necessity shows o
thing, which, under the providence of (
true—that either all must be slaves, or none

grant you, that if you have an institution .
odious to human reason, €0 tyrannical, thy

will not bear the light of day, you must guar
by & cautious silence—the silence of the g-:
must sarround it. All despotisms bave boey v
sedulous hog‘.'mjn‘ the press, and in guary :
the words -
i3 known their absurd doctrines will not by, -
light for & moment. i

no more freedom, in the Southern States, jor ,
white man than for the slave. He cannot

suppose we had in Ohio, that we must guurdjy
ious of the institutions of my noble Sty

light, instead of admitting this kind of gyary;
ship, it would be assailed by every tongue iy .

like these for our worship, nor expose 1o pengly.

glorious old Declaration? Let it ring in

you find a document so well calenlated 1o by

judges there might choose to give.

speak, with some considerable degree of wurn

surrounded.
divest ourselves, as far aa possible, of all prej-

doubted |_:cr_i], we should endeavor, if possibl 1
not to criminate or recriminate, but culmly

solution.

to admit, impliedly, the spurious character of &

eignty.
under all the disndvantages consequent upon the

been conquered and subdued by the Border Hul-

have been plundered of their property; thei
houses burned; and many of them bave been
murdered ; and all disarmed ; the leading men
in prison, under false charges, or driven from the
Territory. Therefore, to take the census now,
and get up & convention, would ho only carrying
out the plan of those who have conspired 1o
make that Territory a slave State. And even uow
conquered and disheartened as the Free Stae
men are, even if an honest sttempl were mads
under such circumstances, to get up a conve
tion, it would result in a triumph of the conguer
ors ; and I fear that a knowledge of this has Ied
to this change of policy on the part of the oo
mittee.

zing the Territory into the hands of five comwis-
siouers, to be appointed by the President.
is enough for me to know. No one donbts tha!
the President would appoint Atchison, String-
fellow, and their associates, or men of the same
principles. At all events, o man who bas the
least regard for the rights or dignity of the frec
States at heart, will consent to put Liberiy unde
the guardianship of our present President. [
would be to make Kansas a glave State withou!
& struggle, and to give the robbers, plunderer:
and conquerors of Kansas, the full benefit of th
war they have so unjustly waged against tb
rights of Freedom. For one, I will never sul-
mit the fate of Kangas to a contingency
must be a free State.
quered, the Free State men, and all others, m«
in fair convention, aud made a free Constitution
It was the fair expression of the will of the pee-
ple,
aboul
Union ; and nothig less than this should satis:
the people of Kansas or the free Stares.

vote for their admission. The old plea was, th!
there were not a sufficient number of inhabitant:
This iz now given up.
the committee will surrender the Territory, bour!
hand and foot, into the hands of the slaveholder:
give the Border Ruffians the benefit of ther
crimes, and certainly make a slave State of Kas
[TTH
Territory 'I.?;:ll'?hmf into the hands of tir
l“lrl- erefore vote inst this bil
and in fav gl

mitted in an hour, as a free State, and then ol
will be peace; or the Territory may be kept in»
state of turmoil, bloodshed, and civil war, for
time longer, in the valn hope that it will yet le
made a slave State. Mr, President, I hope ths!

——
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their subjects. Why? Becayse |

For this reason, | have procluimbd thay )

leTe

he wishes to say; he cannot preach c\:;u:-
would ; or he must be liable to theso penaly,

What institution did the Senator from Tenness.

this flaming sword? He must be utterly obliy

we had such an evil, that would not beyr ¢

e

State, and demolished at once. We ruis.

Lo g

those who will not fall down on their kueg, |
fore them. Ne, sir, we have no such lgw: .
the man who thinks they are necessa, |,
ceased to appreciste the real feelings of & .,
man. Why, sir, you cannot take the Declyp,.
of Independ into K , without heing b

noxions to the enaetment to which [ by

luded; for what document would be mor
to stir up the blood of servitude i

of the slave, that all men, he inclui,
created equal, and have certain inalienable
given by God, which cannot be trany
without high crime and wrong; and where vwo

a man within the penalties of this luw °

There is another one, of like import, iy
man shall, by word or writing, say tha p..
have not the right to bring slaves into the T§
ritory, without liability of imprisonmeut | ),
inspected that law; and, bad a&s it is, e
Heaven, as a lawyer, I declare, that | J, .
believe there is any color of right fur 4 .—.;.,
going into the Territory with a slave. For 5
ing this in Kansas, which 1 can suv here wil
impunity, I should receive two years in the e
tentiary, and as much more s your heu
This law
sustained by your chieftaing of Democracy,
ers inIsrael. Is this Democracy ?

Mr. President, [ have detained the Seuate
longer than [ intended. 1 wm sorry to be
pelled to differ from my colleague on these <
jects. 1 am exceedingly sorry that, with « 1
knowledge of the views of three fourths of
people of Ohio, whom he represents, whose
ereignty he stands here to defend, he <o
think it to be his duty to go directly in 1)
of the instructions giren by the Legislatur
They believed they had the right 1o instruct bie
when they were sustained by an overwhelmis
majority of the people. However that mar 1.
it is a matter which must be left to himselr |
after all, a man's judgment must be Lis guids
can find no fault with it; but I regret thu
should happen, because I am too much of «
Democrat to believe that a man, with & deliler
ate knowledge of what is required at his hand.
by his constituents, who have thus gives bin
gpecific instructions, would turn round, aud, i
stead of obeying their behests, ridienle them 1
what they have done. This seems 1o 1me 1o 4
contrary to all the wholesome principles of re
regentative government. I leave my colleag:
with his constituents. 1 am sorry that, afie
voting agninst their instructions e shoull
tempt to ridicule the arguments wade use of
the resolutions by which they instructed hig

pet

lea

mu

e tee!

At one time, | thought of taking up those resol,
tions and the argument which he made, and
submit some remarks in justificstion of the meg
bers of the Ohio Legislature. | thought of u:
winding it here, as I have done in my ow

mind, on the investigations I have made of 15
originnl documents of the history of our countrs
I find, T must say, an almost totul misapprehe:
sion, and, in some instances, total nod comple
by my colleague, of the authorities which |-
quoted. [have not now the time or the streng
to do this. If an opportunity shall be present|
hereafter, I may perhaps encounter the gent
man on some portions of his speech, where
has traversed the instructions of the Legislat
but | am not pre; wow with the necessar
documents to do it.

I shall detain the Seaate, Mr. Prosident, bat,
moment longer. 1 have spoken, as | alws

and feeling ; because, in my judgment, no w.
ever spoke on this floor under circumstass
more imporiant than those by whick we a
I think now is the time for us 1

dices ; and, in this hour of our countri’s | tl

undo all those evils that threaten to overwlh
the Republic, and bring on us a premature di-

Mr. President, I have but a few words to =
in relation to the bill last reported from the Cou
mittee on Territories. It involves & total s
render of the principlea of the first bill. [t seen
Kunsas Legislature. It wo longer insists 1
there must be inhabitauts enough in the Tes
tory for A Represeatative in Congress, before 1
can be admitted as a State, [t also seems to hs
tatally repudiated the principle of squatter sove

But my objection to it is twofold, It propees
to begin immediately to organize the Territory

late acts of violence there. In the first place
we have geen that the Free State population hav

fians, aided by the Federal Executive. The

But the bill puts the whole power of organ-

That

Sbe
Before thcy were con-

& vast majority, and under it Kanpsas
be admitited as a free State into the

And no reason exists now why all should no!

In short, this last bill ¢

I, for one, will never submit to it; let e

or of the Constitution. It ean be ai-

the effectual and peaceable remedy will preveil.
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